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March 2010

Coming Club Events

March  23   Club Meetingrd

   This month we are at the Governmental Center at 8  and Boardman for our regular clubth

meeting. Jeff Peters K9JP will present a program on easy-up portable antennas you can

purchase and/or make yourself. This looks to be an especially interesting programs. If you

have some antennas of your own, feel free to bring them along.  As always, cookies and

coffee and eyeball QSO’s. The general meeting is the best way to keep up with club

activities. Hope to see you there!

Tuesday Project Nights
W here: At the club station in the lower level of the Salvation Army Building located at the

NE corner of Barlow  and  Boone. 7 p.m. Every Tuesday except the 4  Tuesday of theth

month which is reserved for the regular club meeting. 

Club Officers
President

Don N8QX

Vice President
Hope AA8SN

Recording Secy
Gloria N8KXJ

Corresponding Secy
Dave K8WPE

Treasurer
Ward N8WK

Directors

Ann KA8AYJ

Chuck W8SGR

Mike W8VPC 

Cherry Juice Editor
Dave N8CN

CLUB NETS

MESH NET
8 pm Monday
146.86 MHZ

SMASH NET
9 am Sunday
3.935 MHZ

ARRL Affiliated Club
#1082

Forward Waves
VE EXAMS:

Muskegon, MI. Saturday, April 3, 2010.

Muskegon Area AR Council. 9 am. (W alk-

ins OK) Red Cross Bldg. 313 W . W ebster

Ave. Muskegon, MI. Contact: Robert

wb8oqt@arrl.net           

Cadillac, MI. Saturday, May 1, 2010.

W exaukee/Cadillac ARC. 10:30 am at the

Swap. No W alk-ins. Seating is limited. 500

Chestnut Street. Contact: Alan Van

Antwerp 231 829-3433.  

HAMFESTS:

Saturday, March 20, 2010. Marshall, MI.

50  Annual Crossroads Hamfest.th

Southern Michigan ARS. TI: 146.660

www.w8df.com/hamfest.html  Contact:

John KC8W MM   hamfest@w8df.com 

Saturday, April 3, 2010. Lowell, MI.

Amateur Radio Group of Youth in Lowell

(ARGYL) www.argyl.org TI: 145.270 and

146.620. Contact: Al W W 8W W   616 450-

4332 or al.eckman@sbcglobal.net 

Reflected Waves
March 1987

   The March program featured a

presentation on tornados by our county

emergency coordinator, Joe Corden. This

was in followup to the previous months

W eather Spotter program. This month, the

Novice enhancement on the 10 meter

phone subband (28.300-28.500) takes

effect. The Saginaw club is sponsoring a

10 meter net at 28.450 at 2000 local time

on Thursday nights.

   

March 2000

   Bill W8PIT will be giving code classes on

Tuesday nights. He will be using code

tapes as the teaching aid. W ard N8WK

indicates the club is in good financial shape

with about $4000.00 cash on hand

following our successful February Swap-n-

Shop. President Tom indicated the

Tuesday night project sessions are

becoming extremely popular and

occasionally outdraw the regular club

meeting.  

mailto:Chad@nuwaysupply.com
mailto:wb8oqt@arrl.net
mailto:aa8sn@arrl.net
mailto:n8pkn@aol.com
http://www.w8df.com/hamfest.html
http://www.qsl.net/k8lod.
mailto:hamfest@w8df.com
mailto:ki8af@arrl.net
http://www.argyl.org
mailto:k8hvi@arrl.net
mailto:al.eckman@sbcglobal.net
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CALL TO ACTION FROM K8JE

Dear fellow ARRL member,

   You may recall that the US Senate passed Senate bill S.

1755 unanimously and sent it to the US House of

Representatives for further action. This bill is the first step

toward overriding CC&Rs that prevent so many amateurs

from installing antennas on their own property. There seems

to be little doubt that S. 1755 will be adopted by the US House

of Representative provided the House Committee on Energy

and Commerce forwards it to the floor of the House for a vote.

Here is where you come in. W e need every member possible

to send two fax messages in support of the bill. One message

is to Committee Chairman Henry W axman and the other is to

Committee Minority leader Joe Burton urging them to release

the bill from Committee. In this strategy, we are not asking

you to write to your Representative at this time. Our intent is to

get the bill out of committee.

   I strongly believe our goal will be accomplished provided

every ARRL member who can get to a fax machine will help

us fill the offices of the Committee leaders with fax messages.

Please copy the following message, add your personal

information and make any other changes you may wish, and

send the two faxes within the coming day or two.

   The fax number for Chairman W axman is: 202-225-2525

The fax number for Congressman Barton is: 202-225-1919

W ith your help and the help of any others you may be able to

get to join in our effort, we will take the first step toward having

a Federal PRB-1 law that covers all restrictions against

antennas.

   If possible, please also e-mail or USPS mail copies of your

letters to Great Lakes Division Legislative Action Chairman

John Meyers, NB4K (nb4k@arrl.org), 218 Cory Ln., Butler, KY

41006. John will collect these letters and letters we receive

from other sources and forward them to John Chwat, our

W ashington lobbyist, to use when he visits Mr. W axman and

Mr. Barton. The main thing, though, is to fax letters to

Congressmen W axman and Barton. The letter follows.

73, tnx,

Jim W eaver, K8JE, Director

ARRL Great Lakes Division

5065 Bethany Rd.

Mason, OH 45040

E-mail: k8je@arrl.org, Tel.: 513-459-1661

Representative Henry A. W axman

Chairman, House Energy and Commerce Committee

United States House of Representatives

2125 Rayburn House Office Building

W ashington, DC 20515

Representative Joe Barton

Ranking Member

House Energy and Commerce Committee

United States House of Representatives

2322A Rayburn House Office Building

W ashington, DC 20515

March 16, 2010

Dear Chairman W axman and Ranking Member Barton:

As one of more than 680,000 Amateur Radio licensees

throughout the United States, I urge your support for

passage of S.1755, the "Amateur Radio Emergency

Communications Enhancement Act," which is pending in

your Committee.

   This bill directs the Department of Homeland Security to

undertake a study on the uses and capabilities of Amateur

Radio communications in emergencies and disaster relief.

  Senate Bill S. 1755, a bipartisan bill sponsored by both

Chairman Lieberman and Ranking Member Collins, passed

without opposition in the Senate Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs Committee on November 4, 2009. On

December 14 it passed by unanimous consent on the

Senate floor. It was referred to your Committee on the

following day.

   This bill promotes and encourages the valuable public

service, disaster relief, and emergency communications

provided on a volunteer basis by licensees of the Federal

Communications Commission in the Amateur Radio

Service, by undertaking a study of the uses of Amateur

Radio for emergency and disaster relief communications, by

identifying unnecessary or unreasonable impediments to the

deployment of Amateur Radio emergency and disaster relief

communications, and by making recommendations for relief

of such unreasonable restrictions so as to expand the uses

of Amateur Radio communications in Homeland Security

planning and response.

   Please pass S.1755 and send it to the House floor and to

President Obama for signature.

   If you or your staff have any questions, please feel free to

contact John Chwat, the W ashington, D.C. representative of

the American Radio Relay League, Inc., 703-684-7703 or by

e-mail to john.chwat@chwatco.com 

Sincerely, 

[name, address]

WEATHER SPOTTER TRAINING
   If it’s spring, it’s time for W eather Spotter training from the

W eather service in Gaylord. Each year, the National

W eather Service in Gaylord presents Severe W eather

Spotter Safety Courses across Northern and Eastern Upper

Michigan. The presentations are FREE, open to the public 

and usually last about 1 ½ hours.

   There is no need to pre-register, just show up the night of

the presentation. The program provides details about how to

become a weather spotter and how to make a complete

report to the National W eather Service.

   Each person that attends is given severe weather

handouts, an official laminated National W eather Service

spotter card, and access to a special 800# specifically set

aside for spotters in Northern Michigan.  If you are

interested in learning more about storm spotting and severe

weather, you are encouraged to attend one of these

presentations.

   Included in this year’s talk:

1. Thunderstorm ingredients

2. Lightning and Hail development

3. Lightning safety

4. How do tornadoes form?

5. National W eather Service warning criteria

6. W hat to report

7. W ind scales and how to make a good wind estimate

mailto:k8je@arrl.org
mailto:john.chwat@chwatco.com
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8. Important cloud formations to look for

9. Clouds and look-a-likes...things that can fool you

10. CoCoRaHS – how to join this new spotter network

If you have any questions or would like more information,

please call the National W eather Service in Gaylord at (989)

731-3384.  More Room This Year!!!

Spotter training this year will be at the Grand Traverse County

Civic Center 1125 W . Civic Center Drive (just east of Garfield

and Front Street) in Traverse City beginning at 6:30 pm on

W ednesday, March 24 . Call 922-4720 to reserve a spot.th

COUNTY HUNTERS PICK TC AGAIN!
   Joe Novak W8TVT  reports that once again, the MARAC

(Mobil Amateur Radio Awards Club) will be holding the

Michigan MINI Convention here in TC on April 22-24 at the

Holiday Inn. Hams in attendance are interested in working

stations in all of the 3077 U.S. counties.  Many of the

participants have already worked all of the counties, some of

them multiple times.

   Hosting this event are local hams, Ed K8ZZ and Joe

W8TVT .   Visitors are welcome to stop by and learn about

county hunting.  A good time to visit would be Saturday

morning when programs on counting hunting are scheduled.

You are guaranteed to meet some interesting and possibly

“crazy” people.

   Consider this.  Ed K8ZZ recently took a three week vacation

to attend a county hunters gathering in Texas.  Naturally he

wanted to “put out” or transmit from counties along the way. 

He was gone for 23 days, drove 7,677 miles through 11 states

and “put out” 309 counties.   He had over 5000 cw contacts

and over 2,000 ssb contacts.  And he said he had fun!

   He reports that at least four times when he was parked

along the side of the road talking to other stations, local law

enforcement people stopped by just to make sure he was

alright…….also to find out what the heck he thought he was

doing!  He passed inspection on each visit. Ed has worked all

the counties on ssb and has a special certificate showing that

he also worked all of the counties on cw!

   Anytime Friday or Saturday would be a good time to drive

through the parking lot just to check out all the antennas on

the vehicles. It is a great way to get ideas on mobile antenna

installations.  If you have any questions regarding this

gathering contact Joe W8TVT

DISASTER PREPARATION TIPS
   As we start a new decade, let's review some of the basics of

Amateur Radio disaster preparedness. The following are tips

from John Covington, W4CC, of Dallas, North Carolina.

You must make sure you're personally prepared for a disaster

before you can even consider helping with Amateur Radio. If

you are preoccupied with personal matters, you won't be able

to help ARES®. To be ready for disaster communications, do

the following: Train regularly with your local ARES® group.

Think about how you might best be able to help during a

disaster. Some of us are good at installing antennas and

equipment, others of us are better at operating on the air. Not

everyone is suited to doing every job. Sometimes just having

helping hands, spare equipment or supplies can be helpful

even if you cannot operate the radios yourself. Generators

need fuel, operators need coffee, and stations need to be set

up. Figure out where you best fit in.

   Decide how you can help out if you stay home: Can you

deploy at a shelter or EOC for a few hours? Operate from

home? If you must evacuate, can you deploy from where

you have evacuated to, such as a shelter?

   Have all resource materials you need in printed form.

Don't depend on computers, PDAs and so forth as they may

not work in a disaster, require electricity and are relatively

fragile. If you use a computer regularly in your on-the-air

operations, make sure you practice doing things such as

calling nets and handling traffic the pencil-and-paper way

once in a while. Remember, you may not be able to spare

the amp-hours or the table space to run a computer.

   Have an Amateur Radio ready-kit to supplement your

personal ready kit.

Some items to include:

*Portable radio, antenna and power supply or batteries (2 sets)

*Headset or earphones (you may be operating in a noisy area)

*Any cables you could possibly need

*Pencils and Paper

*Clipboard (firm writing surface, you may not have one

otherwise) 

*Radiogram forms (helpful but not absolutely required)

*Operating aids (pink card, Field Resources Manual, list of

ARRL numbered radiograms, and anything appropriate for

your local area)

*Small tools (multi-tip screwdriver, multitools, etc.) 

*ARES® Identification Card, if appropriate 

*Important phone numbers and frequencies

*Map of the area

*Flashlight

*Poncho - very small to store, only around $2 and can be

useful when you least expect

   If carried in lieu of a personal ready kit, a few other items

may be helpful:

*For a short deployment, a bottle of water plus some

crackers or something to eat requiring no preparation could

make things much more bearable for you

*Medicine

*Toilet paper - small packets from MRE kits are very handy

and don't take up much room

*Moist towelettes

   Note from Ernie K8RCT our Grand Traverse EC: The

above information was taken from The ARRL Newsletter

and is appropriate for us here in TBARG. We can all

operate our radios but are we really prepared to operate in a

real disaster situation. First of all, we must take care of our

personal needs and those of our families. Only then can we

be available to help others.

   Here are a few other suggestions:

*Know CPR.

*Know the location of the Automated External Defibrillator

(AED), and how to use it.

*Know the signs/symptoms of a heart attack and stroke.

I went down the check list and made notes on items that I

had to include in my 'go" kit. Hope you will too...

                                                         -73, K8RCT GT-EC.
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JIM WEAVER K8JE VISITS
   The April 27  CARC General Meeting will feature a visitth

from Jim K8JE the Director of the ARRL Great Lakes Division.

Jim will bring us up to date on the ARRL Activities and give us

an update on the pending antenna legislation.

   Jim comes up to visit us all the way from Mason, Ohio and

has been kind enough to visit us every18-24 months. Let’s all

turn out for the meeting and demonstrate what an active club

we have. Hope you can make it. 

SOLDER CAKE ANY ONE?

HOPE IT’S LEAD FREE!

 APRIL SET

Ernie K8RCT passes on the following note from Red Duggin

WA8RLI, the District 7 EC. More details will follow but

Ernie wants everyone to try and keep April 10  open. th

Hi All....

 REMINDER...

 Another year has came and gone and our first D7 Q/EC meeting of

2010 is just a couple of weeks away, Saturday March 20, 2010...

1000 to 1300hrs at Grayling City Hall.

 Agenda items thus far are; Development of Protocol of linking the

Quadrant Repeaters, Progress of Digital Network and new

HamGates,  and discussion  / planning of the upcoming April 10,

2010  District / Statewide NTS SET.  If you have anything for the

agenda, please submit it to me via Email,  no later than 2000hrs of

16 March, 2010......  TNX...

   With reference to the SET... It basically is tasking us w/ a simplex

relay / NTS scenario. Per D7 Network Protocol, we will be using

ARES/RACES Simplex of 146.580.  There will be more tasking of

our D7 Network(s), and a lot of this will be dependent on just what

exactly SECTION has tasked us DEC's with.  I just received word of

the SET and have not yet digested the 17 page tasking required.

In the meantime, this will allow us some lead time to develop / list

our assets of higher profile Fixed simplex stations we are going to

need to overcome our District's unique challenge of dense foliage

and extremely hilly topography... unlike the "flatlanders"...hi hi...

 Oh yeah... Brush up / train on using the NTS message format...  

 More to follow....  

 Attached in word format is the Q/EC meeting schedule for the

year.  Basically, nothing has changed, so it should be easy to

schedule conflicts out of your yearly scheduling.

  73......

"Red " Duggan/wa8rli

DEC / DRO District 7

NORTHERN MICHIGAN TRIVIA

Question: The Father of Information Theory, sometimes

called the Father of the Information Age, is from what

northern Michigan town?

Answer:  Claude Shannon was raised in Gaylord, where his

father was a judge, and his mother was a high school

principal. Shannon has been called one of the most

influential minds of the 20  century. He’s the guy thatth

figured out that you can break down images, sound and

words into “bits”. He was the first guy to use the term, bits,

to describe the ones and zeros of binary code. 

Ed note: Thanks to Ron Jolly at W TCM for the above. The

following is from other sources.

Claude lived the first 16 yrs of his life in Gaylord where his

mother was the HS principal and his father a judge. He

graduated in 1932. W hile growing up, he built a radio

controlled boat and a telegraph system to a friend’s house

and worked for W estern Union. He earned EE and

mathematics degrees from the UM and then his PhD from

MIT. He worked at Bell Labs during the war on weapons

controls and cryptography. 

    In 1948 he published his ground-breaking theory, “A

Mathematical Theory of Communication” where he

described the concept of converting data to the binary

system of ones and zeroes. In 1951, he further advanced

the science of Information theory with a paper that proved

that treating whitespace as the 27  letter of the alphabetth

actually lowers uncertainty in language. He is also credited

with the introduction of Sampling Theory essential to the

move from analog to digital transmission systems. 

   Shannon died of Alzheimer’s complications in a

Massachusetts nursing home in 2001. There a currently five

statues of him: one at the UM, one at MIT, one in Gaylord,

one at UC, San Diego and another at Bell Labs. W hen the

Bell System broke up, the labs that remained with AT&T

were named Shannon Labs.  He has been called the

greatest scientist of the 20  century and every device with ath

microprocessor or microcontroller is a conceptual

descendent of his 1948 publication.

                                                                         <SK>


